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The subject matter jurisdiction of courts is a matter of the relationship of the nature of the 
cause of action or claim for relief and the general class of proceedings which the court is 
authorized to hear and determine. 


Subject matter jurisdiction is a matter of the court's power to hear and determine cases of 
the general class to which the proceedings belong.! A determination of the court's jurisdiction 
dependent on the nature of the cause of action or claim for relief” and requires considering the cause 


of action or claim for relief in relation to the class the court is authorized to hear and determine.” 


The relevant inquiry is whether the kind of claim advanced falls within the court's scope of 
authority as conferred by law.“ For this purpose, the substance of the claim, and not its form, 


is determinative.° The sufficiency of a claim is not in issue for purposes of a subject matter 
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jurisdiction determination whether as a matter of fact or law® or as pleaded.’ Subject matter 
jurisdiction in relation to a particular case is determined without regard to the relative rights of 


the parties involved.® 


Particular remedy or relief. 


While there is authority that, apart from the nature of the action, the type of relief requested 
is not determinative of subject matter jurisdiction,’ courts generally characterize subject matter 


jurisdiction as including the consideration of jurisdiction over the type of relief sought. 1? 
Nonetheless, even with subject matter jurisdiction, a court may lack the authority to grant the 


particular relief sought. 4 


CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Subject matter jurisdiction is jurisdiction over the nature of the case and the type of relief sought; 
the extent to which a court can rule on the conduct of persons or the status of things. New 
Hampshire Alpha of SAE Trust v. Town of Hanover, 174 N.H. 269, 261 A.3d 936 (2021). 


Court must have jurisdiction over nature of the case and the type of relief sought in order to decide 
a case, not over every possible fact pattern and legal issue connected to a complaint. Nation Ford 
Baptist Church Incorporated v. Davis, 2022 -NCSC- 98, 876 S.E.2d 742 (N.C. 2022). 
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